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CHAPTER 9 


The Red Gate 


Your job has been finalized. 


Bonus points will be awarded. 


Depending on the advancement 
points acquired, you may 
progress 10 0 higher class. 


Leftover HP is over 50%. 


Bonus points will be awarded. 


Your total advancement points have 
exceeded the class threshold. 


You hove exceeded the 
expected survival time. 


-r 


Bonus points will be awarded. 


PING] 


You have not used the Instant 
Teleportation Stone. 


Your job has changed from 
necromancer to shadow monarch. 


| $$ | | | 
1, N 


"SHADOW 


MONARCH"? 


You have learned job- 
exclusive skills. 


ema 


You have acquired bonus stats. 


You have ТЕ нші 


[Title: The One Who Overcome MH 


ICAN'T 
BELIEVE I 
UPGRADED 
INSTANTLY! 


PROBABLY 
THANKS TO ALL 
THOSE BONUS 


WITHOUT THOSE 
BONUS POINTS, І 
WOULD'VE STAYED A 
NECROMANCER FOR 

QUITE A WHILE. 


Shadow Extraction is possible. 


I SEE. THIS IS 


THE POWER OF А 
NECROMANCER! 


IT SOUNDS 
LIKE THEY'RE - 
IN PAIN. 


SHADOW 
EXTRACTION 
MUST ALLOW ME 
70 TRANSFORM 
THE DEAD INTO 
MINIONS. 


50 
BASICALLY, A 
NECROMANCER 
IS A KIND OF 

MAGE. 


Please designate a command word 
for (Skill: Shadow Extraction]. 


x [SKILL: Shadow Extraction Lv. 1] 
и b Job-exclusive skill. 
< No тапа required. 
Extracts mana from a body whose life has 
come to ап end and transforms it into 0 
Га shadow soldier. Odds of extraction failure 
ж rise depending on the torget’s stats and the 
oy amount of time between death ond extraction. 


Active Shadow Extraction: 30/30 


+ — о 


[SKILL: Shadow Storage Lv. 1] 

Job-exclusive skill. 

No тапа required. 

Shadow soldiers con be stored by absorbing 

them into the coster's shadow. Stored soldiers 
111 can be summoned or reabsorbed at any time. 


Shadows stored: 0/20 


SOI CAN TURN 
ALL OF THESE 
DEAD ONES INTO 


MY MINIONS? 


[Shadow Infantry Lv. 1] 
Regular Rank 


[Shadow Mage Lv. 1] 
Elite Rank 


TWENTY-SEVEN Я : 
INFANTRY AND [Active Shadow Extraction: 30/30] 
THREE MAGES. 


[Shadows stored: 0/20] 


WHAT IF Z 
CAN EXTRACT AN 
A- OR S-RANK'S 


I CAN CREATE 
THIRTY SHADOW 
SOLDIERS, BUT 
THE STORAGE 

LIMIT IS ONLY 
TWENTY. 


You have exceeded the number of 
shadows you may extract. 


TWO PROMISING 
A-RANKS OR HIGHER 
WILL BE UNDER МУ 
POWER! 


Shadow Extraction is possible. 


Ф а a 


To extract another shadow, you 
Must release ond return ony or 
all shadow soldiers to the void. 


І SHOULD 
RELEASE ELEVEN 
OF THE COMMON 

ONES. 


I SUMMONED 
YOU, BUT... 
SORRY. 


RELEASE 
ELEVEN 
INFANTRY. 


Shadow soldiers sent to the 
void may not be recalled. 


KNIGHT 
COMMANDER 
IGRIS THE 
BLOODRED... 


IF I CAN 
MAKE THIS GUY 
MY SOLDIER... 


Shadow Extraction has failed. 


You have two attempts remaining. 


THIS ISN'T 
EASY. 


EXTRACTION 
DEPENDS ON THE 
TARGET'S STATS 

AND THE TIME THIS GUY WAS N 

SINCE DEATH. А BOSS-LEVEL 

MONSTER, AND IT'S | 1 д 
BEEN OVER FOUR 
HOURS SINCE T г. 8 
KILLED ІТ. Shadow Extraction has failed. 


[SKILL: Shadow Extraction Lv. 1] 
Job-exclusive skill. 
No mono required. 


Extracts mana from a body whose life hos 
come to on end and transforms it into 0 
shadow soldier. Odds of extraction failure 
rise depending on the target's stats and the 
amount of time between death and extraction. 


Active Shadow Extraction: 19/30 


You have one attempt remaining. 


INSTEAD OF 
GUARDING 
THAT EMPTY 
THRONE... 


“НОМ ABOUT 
SERVING ME? 


IGRIS ТИЕ 
BLOO— 


Shadow Extraction is successful. 


The shadow will start with a base level of 7. 


You may bestow 5 
upon shadow soldiers of a 
knight rank or higher. 


Shadow Extraction is complete. 


ADS 


STATUS 


YOU ARE 
IGRIS. 


NAME: Jinwoo Sung LEVEL: 51 
408: Shadow Monarch FATIGUE: 0 
TITLE: Wolf Assassin (and 1 other) 


HP: 11035 


MP: 1022 


STRENGTH: 132 * STAMINA: 915 
AGILITY: WI? INTELLECT: 704 


PERCEPTION: 83 $ 
* 


Physical Damage Decreose:46% Activated 
Available points: 10 


[SKILLS] 

[Passive Skill] 

(Unknown) Lv. MAX, Willpower Lv. 1, 

Advanced Dagger Wielding Lv. 1 

[Active Skill] 

Dosh Lv. 2, Murderous Intent Lv. 1, Fatal Strike Lv. 2, 
Dogger Throw Lv. 1, Stealth Lv. 1, Ruler's Hand Lv. 1 


[J0B-EXCLUSIVE SKILLS] 
Active skill: Shadow Extraction Lv. 1, 
Shadow Storage Lv. 1 


[ITEMS EQUIPPEDJ 

Crimson Knight's Helmet (5), Warden's Collar (A), 
High-Rank Knight's Chestplate (B), High-Rank 
Knight's Gauntlets (B), High-Rank Mage's Ring (B), 
Mid-Rank Assassin's Boots (B) 


гу 


[lgris Lv. 7] 
Knight Rank 


ШЫ 14154 

ZN 
تي‎ 
: 


É 


[Title: The One Who Overcame Adversity] 
A title given to those who have 
gloriously overcome adversity. 

Stat values will increase proportionally 
as HP is lost (1% increase per 1% loss). 


я. 
( А 
7۸2 š 
Po 


know what 
time it is?! 


RELAX—I'LL 
BE THERE. 


Я 


...Did you 
forget that 
appointment 
at my school? 


You're the 
best! Call me 
when you're 
here, okay? 


OH МУ. MAY 
I ASK WHAT 
YOU DO FORA 


WON? HOW DOES 
SOMEONE SO 
YOUNG...? 


КР” HEAR THAT У OUR BANK HAS Y GOTTEN VERY 
HUNTERS MAKE A ANEW PRODUCT GOOD REVIEWS 
LOT OF MONEY... HE FOR VIPs. FROM OUR CLIENTS. 
WOULD YOU 


4 MUST BE А HIGH- 
1 LIKE TO SIGN UP 
/ FORT? ы 
ж DOING RAIDS 
- WITH JINHO 
/S DEFINITELY 
PROFITABLE. 


WHAT'S ТИЕ 
MATTER? 


WHOA...YOU 
LOOK LIKE A 
DIFFERENT 


YOU WANT ME 
TO MEET YOUR 
TEACHER IN SLIDES 
AND SWEATS? 


p" b YOU DON'T 


HAVE A 
GIRLFRIEND, 


YOU LIKE ME 
TO INTRODUCE 
HUH, YOU TO A CUTE 
YOU'RE QUITE HIGH SCHOOL 
POPULAR. 


LIKE THAT? 15 HE A 
NEW TEACHER? 


PLEASED 


TO MEET YOU. 
ТМ JINAH'S o HERE, 


га WA's | FROM HERE, 
al маёй 


WHO KNEW 


| m | М Хи A са 
| ІШІ SUCH А COOL 


BROTHER? 


< 
YOU KNOW 
JINAH IS KIND SHE WANTS 


AND HAS GOOD 
GRADES 50 TO GO TO MED 
THERE'S NO 
CONCERNS 
THERE. 


SHE CAN 
PULL IT OFF, 
SO NO NEED TO 
PRESSURE HER 
TOO MUCH. 


SHE 
REALLY IS 
A MODEL 
STUDENT. 


you 
WORK AS A 
HUNTER... 


„АР JINAH 
WERE AWAKENED, 
WOULD YOU LET 
HER BECOME A 
HUNTER? 


I < IF SHE KEEPS 
THOUGHT MISSING CLASS, 

50... E THE SCHOOL WILL 
A HAVE TO TAKE 


ACTION... 


У 26 | 
THIS UP 
BECAUSE... 
Г гае СҮ Sue НАМ то 
| | STUDENT WHO WAS EEA HUNTER. 
L| AWAKENED AND GRADUATE FROM 
WANTS TO DROP HIGH SCHOOL 
OUT... FIRST? 


WE HAVEN'T 
SEEN HER IN 
A WHILE. 


I DON'T KNOW 
MUCH ABOUT 
HUNTERS, 60 ГМ 
ASKING YOU. 


WHAT'S THIS 
STUDENT'S 
HUNTER 
RANK? 


3 ТИЕ 
STUDENT IS A 

RD CLOSE FRIEND 
OF JINAH... 


GRADUATE AT 
LEAST? 


YES, 
HER NAME IS 
SONGYI HAN. 


SMALL 4 
WORLD, ~ 
INDEED. 


ARE YOU 
FRIENDS? 


Ё NO Way... 
YOU'RE THE 


ME TO MEET? 


ARE you ~ 
HER OLDER 

BROTHER, 
MISTER? 


I ACTUALLY 
VISITED YOU 
ONCE, IN THE 
HOSPITAL... НЕД RIEDA 
Й, ОЗ VN 
(4980 @ ЯЬ 


GUESS IT / 
7 BASIC ATTACKS 
MAKES SENSE ARE USELESS ON ۶ 


YOU'RE TIGHT 
WITH OUR MAGIC BEASTS. 


TEACHER. 
YOU CAN'T 
WORK WITHOUT 
А MAGICALLY 
POWERED 
WEAPON. 


I DON'T 
KNOW WHAT SHE 
TOLD YOU, BUT 
T'M DONE WITH AND THEY 
- WEAR OUT FAST, 
50 YOU HAVE ТО 
KEEP REPLACING 
THEM. 


ITS А 
TOUGH 
BUSINESS. 


Үй, 


I GOT TO KOREA 
EARLIER THAN 
T'D PLANNED. 


THE AIR HERE 
IS DEFINITELY 
DIFFERENT. 


WHAT 
BRINGS JINCHUL 
WOO OF THE 
HUNTER'S 
ASSOCIATION 
IT'S ONLY 
NATURAL FOR THE 
SURVEILLANCE TEAM 
TO GREET AN S-RANK 
HUNTER SETTING 
FOOT IN KOREA. 


AFTER ABANDONING 

896 RIGHT YOUR COUNTRY, 
4 WHAT'S BROUGHT 

YOU BACK IS... 


ІР I WERE 
YOU, то 
CUT OFF HIS 
LEFT ARM. 
THAT WAY, 
THE OLD MAN 
COULDN'T DO 
ANYTHING WITHOUT 
YOU, AND YOU'D 
HAVE IT ALL. 


HOW LONG 
WILL YOU BE mi B-RANK HUNTER 
HERE? JINWOO SUNG AND 
D-RANK HUNTER 
JINHO YOO? 


I'VE GOT NO 
NOSTALGIA FOR 


А5 SOON AS MY 
BUSINESS 16 
SETTLED, I'M 

GONE. 


SHARP AS 
ALWAYS. 


WHY BOTHER 
ASKING IF YOU 
ALREADY KNOW 
THE ANSWER? 


ARE YOU 
HERE ТО... 


I'M ONLY 
DOING MY 
JOB. 


I CAN'T 
BREATHE 
IN HERE. 


ABSOLUTE 
TRASH, 


WHY DON'T 
YOU JOIN THE 
SCAVENGER GUILD? 
WE'D TREAT YOU 
BETTER THAN THAT 
OLD FART. 


NEITHER FEELS 
GUILTY ABOUT 
MURDERING 

OTHER PEOPLE. 


DONGSUK 
HWANG WAS 
SUSPECTED 
OF KILLING A 
NUMBER OF 
HUNTERS IN 
DUNGEONS, 

BUT... 


^ WE COULDN'T 
INVESTIGATE HIM. 
BECAUSE THIS GUY 
75 HIS YOUNGER 
BROTHER. 


YOU'RE 
THE STUDENT 
FROM BEFO! 


AN E-RANK. 
GUESS THERE'S 
NOT MUCH TO 
SEE HERE. 


NO, I 
SHOULON'T 
JUDGE HER, 


ТМ SANGMIN 
AN, MANAGER 
OF THE SECOND 


IT'S BEEN 

A WHILE, 

MANAGER 
AN. 


TM KICHUL 
HYUN, 
ASSISTANT 
MANAGER. 


YOU WANTED 
TO WATCH THE 
TRAINING OF NEW 
RECRUITS. І WAS 
SURPRISED THAT 
YOU CONTACTED 

ME. мноо MUST; 

BE INTERESTED 
IN THE WHITE 
TIGER GUILD. 


BUT SINCE 
те YOU, 
I WAS HAPPY 
TO SET THIS 
UP. 


IF WE COULD 
SCORE POINTS 
ВУ SHOWING HIM. 
OUR TRAINING 
SYSTEM... 


THE OTHER 


HUNTERS KNOW, 
SO YOU NEEDN' 


CONSIDERING 
HUNTER SUNG'S 
CASE. WORRY ABOUT 
THAT. 


THIS 
NEIGHBORHOOD 
IS DESIGNATED AS 
A HIGH-SPAWN AREA 
FOR GATES, SO NOT 
MANY PEOPLE LIVE 
HERE. 


EIGHTY 
PERCENT OF THE 
HOUSES ARE EMPTY, 
AND SOME PARTS 
ARE COMPLETELY 
OFF-LIMITS TO 
VISITORS. 


4 


AS LUCK 
WOULD HAVE IT, 
А C-RANK GATE HAS 
OPENED, WHICH 16 
PERFECT FOR THE 
OCCASION. 


WE'RE NOT, 
HERE FOR А 
PICNIC. 


ENOUGH 
SMALL TALK— 
LET'S GO! IT'S 
ALMOST NINE 


HIS NAME IS 
CHUL KIM. HE'S 


А NE! 
A-RANK MEMBER 
WHO ISNT HAPPY HE SAID А TANK, AS YOU 
МЕ HAVE GUESTS. д DUNGEON CAN SEE. 

ISN'T'A' 
PLAYGROUND. 


THIS; STRIKE: 
SQUAD HAS'ONE 
A-RANK, SEVEN 
B-RANK, AND FOUR 


THE GAP IN POWER 
BETWEEN HER 
АМР THE OTHER 
HUNTERS... 


„AND HOW 
USELESS АМ 
E-RANK HUNTER 
CAN BE IN A 
DUNGEON... . 


YOU GOING 
IN, MISTER? 


A- AND B- 
RANK HUNTERS 
RAIDING A C-RANK 
DUNGEON MAY 
SEEM LIKE A BIT 
MI 3 


BUT HIGH 
RANKS ASIDE, A 
NEWBIE IS STILL 

А NEWBIE. THIS IS 
ABOUT DUNGEON 
EXPERIENCE. 


AN A-RANK 

AND SEVEN 
B-RANK & 

STILL SEEMS ps m 
CESSI 

ET: 700 SMOOTHLY, 


ly TAN MY PLAN WILL 


HUNTER SUNG— 


IF YOU PARTICIPATE 
IN THE RAID, IT'LL. 
END TOO QUICKLY. SO 
PLEASE, JUST 
WATCH. 


THE SURFACE 
/6 RIPPLING 
LIKE WATER, 


INC 
THROUGH FEELS 
DIFFERENT FROM 
OTHER GATES! 


WHAT'S 
THIS WEIRD 
SENSATION? 
< | 
52 


15 
(ив | | 
局 


-I NEED) 
TO SEE FOR 
MYSELF. 


HOW CAN 
A RED GATE 
SPAWN FROM 
А С-КАМК 
ОМЕ? 


S-RANK YOONHO BAEK WHITE TIGER 
PRESIDENT OF THE > Я 
WHITE TIGER GUILD =A guild based in Seoul. 
- Broke о from the Reapers Guild, 
previously the top guild in Korea, 
000 is continuously expanding. 
= One of the top five guilds inthe 
country. 


МОТ МІСЕ 
ENOUGH FOR 
AN S-RANK 
HUNTER. 
> 


ТМ NOT 
INTERESTED 
IN THE 
DEAD. 


ТМ MORE 
INTERESTED IN 
THE GARBAGE MY 
BROTHER LEFT 
BEHIND. 


WELL, AT 
THIS SPEED, 
I COULD GET 


THERE FASTER 


IF I RAN. 


ANYWAY, 
HOW DID МУ 
BROTHER'S 
FUNERAL 
GO? 


THEN WHERE 
WOULD you 
LIKE TO GO? 


WE COULDN'T 
LOCATE HIS 
BODY, SO IT WAS 


YOU LIKE TO 
VISIT HIS 
MEMORIAL? 


ТОА 
DUNGEON, 
OF COURSE. 


тм соме V7 
ТО FIND THAT PATHETIC AS 
BASTARD. HE IS, HE'S STILL 
А HUNTER. SO HE 
SHOULD BE INA 
DUNGEON. 


THERE ARE 
MORE THAN A 
FEW GATES IN 


KOREA. HOW ARE 
YOU PLANNING TO 
FIND 7 


THIS IS THE 
21ST CENTURY. 
IT'S EASY. 


I HEARD 
JINWOO SUNG 
JUST WENT INSIDE 
A DUNGEON. 


THE RULES 
WITHIN A DUNGEON 
ARE DIFFERENT 
FROM THE ONES 
IN THE OUTSIDE 


YOU KNOW 
THAT, RIGHT? 
JUST STAY OUT OF 
MY WAY 60 I CAN 
BURY THAT DUDE, 
OKAY? 


Ё WE'RE 
NOT INSIDE 
THE DUNGEON, 


I DON'T 
SENSE 
ANYTHING 
OUT OF THE 
ORDINARY. 
Z: 


DOES THIS 
GATE LEAD TO 
A DIFFERENT 

WORLD? 


Ej ICE ELVES 


HUNTERS WHO 
HAVE FOUGHT 
THEM CALL THEM 
BY A DIFFERENT 
NAME. 


17/6 COMPLETELY DIFFERENT 
FROM A PRETTY WORD LIKE 
"ELF," BUT IT'S ONE THEY 
EARNED FROM THEIR BRUTAL 
ATTACKS ON HUNTERS — 


ICE ELVES... 
THAT'S WHY 
WE COULDN'T 
SENSE THEIR 
PRESENCE, 


WASN'T THIS 

SUPPOSED TO 

BE A C-RANK 
GATE? 


THOSE 
BASTARDS! 


A RED GATE 
CAN ONLY 
SPAWN FROM 
HIGHER-RANK 
DUNGEONS. 


IT'S FIRMLY 
BLOCKED. 


IT LINKS TO 
ANOTHER WORLD 
BEYOND THE GATE. 
THERE'S NO WAY IT 
ONLY EMITS C-RANK 
MAGIC. 


DID 


you 


NOTIFY THE 
\ ASSOCIATION? 


«BUT 
THEY INSIST IT'S 
А C-RANK GATE 
AND REFUSE TO 


HELP... 


THIS GATE 
IN FRONT OF 


ME IS A B-RANK, 


AT THE VERY 


LEAST. 


WORST-CASE 
SCENARIO, IT'S 
AN A-RANK OR 
EVEN HIGHER. 


SIR, SHOULD 
WE MEASURE THE 
GATE AGAIN WITH 

OUR MANA 
METER? 


ONCE THEY'VE 
TURNED RED, THESE 
GATES ARE SEALED 

TIGHT, 60 IT'D BE 
IMPOSSIBLE TO GET 
A READING. 


AT THIS 
RATE, THERE'S 
NO WAY TO DETECT 
THE EXACT RANK 
OF THIS GATE. 


ONE A-RANK 
AND SEVEN 
B-RANK 
HUNTERS... 


THE NEW 
RECRUITS...ARE 
THEY GOING TO 

BE OKAY? 


HOW MANY OF 
OUR MEMBERS 
ARE INSIDE? 


HOW MANY 
OF THEM ARE 
HIGHER-RANK 

HUNTERS? 


THE LEADER 
16 HUNTER CHUL 
KIM, AN A-RANK, 
AND WITH HIM ARE 
SEVEN B-RANK 
HUNTERS. 


THIS GATE /6 
PROBABLY А B- 
ORA-RANK. | S-RANK 
GATES ARE RARE 
ANO TRIGGER 
NATIONAL-LEVEL 
DISASTERS, 50 WE 
CAN RULE THAT 
Ой. 


IF ٤ 
B-RANK, WE NEED 
АТ LEAST THREE A- 
OR HIGHER-RANK 
HUNTERS. 
IF IT'S 


AN A-RANK, WE 
NEED AT LEAST ONE 
S-RANK HUNTER 
OR TEN OR MORE 
A-RANK 
HUNTERS. 


IN OTHER 
WORDS...CONSIDER 
THEM ALL DEAD IF 

THIS GATE IS AN 
A-RANK OR 
HIGHER. 


IF THEY'RE 
LUCKY, TWO OR 
THREE OF THE A- 
OR B-RANK ONES 
WILL MAKE IT 


"Ч OUT ALIVE. 


A HUNTER YOU, 
MANAGER АМ, 
HAVE BEEN 
MONITORING? 


THE THING 15, 
ONE MORE PERSON 
WENT IN WITH OUR 

NEW MEMBERS. 


THE HUNTER 


№ I'VE BEEN KEEPING ЈИ 


AN EYE ON LATELY, 
SIR. 


WHAT'S THE ٢ 
HUNTER'S 
RANK? 


SOME OF 
YOU MAY HAVE 
ALREADY FIGURED 
IT OUT, BUT WE'RE 
INSIDE A RED 


THAT MEANS. 
МО.ОМЕ CAN ENTER 
OR LEAVE UNTIL МЕ 

ALL DIE OR THE GATE 

EXPIRES AND 

THERE'S A¡DUNGEON 
BREAK. 


THAT WAS 
ТИЕ WELCOMING 
PARTY. 


WHAT'S 
A RED GATE? 


IT'SA 
SPECIAL GATE 
LEADING TO 
A DIFFERENT 
WORLD. 


ONCE YOU'RE 
INSIDE, YOU'RE 
BLOCKED FROM 
ALL EXTERNAL 

FORCES. 


YOU CAN 
ONLY ESCAPE BY 
KILLING THE BOSS 
OR WAITING FOR A 
DUNGEON BREAK TO 
OCCUR. 


ILL 
INTRODUCE 
MYSELF ONE 
MORE TIME. 


I'M CHUL KIM, 
AN A-RANK 


NOW THAT WE 
KNOW THIS IS 
А RED GATE, 
F'LL TAKE 
RESPONSIBILITY. 


HOWEVER, I CAN'T 
GUARANTEE THAT. 
EVERYONE WILL GET 


OUT ALIVE. 


IT'LL BE SEVERAL 
MONTHS BEFORE 
A DUNGEON BREAK, 
AND WHO KNOWS IE 
WE CAN ALL SURVIVE 
UNTIL THEN? 


LEADING SUCH 
А LARGE GROUP 

OF PEOPLE IN ٣ 
THIS DANGEROUS 
PLACE WOULD BE 

CHALLENGING. F 


$0 I'M GOING 
70 FORM A 
SEPARATE 
STRIKE TEAM TO 
WORK WITH МЕ. | 


OR GET KILLED 
BY THOSE ICE 
BASTARDS. 


Т WANT THIS 
DUNGEON 
CLEARED, EVEN IF 
Z HAVE ТО DO IT 


MYSELF. 


CHANCES OF 
SURVIVAL ARE 


ONE HOUR 
PASSING OUTSIDE 
THE GATE EQUATES 
TO A WHOLE DAY 
ITLL BE 
IN HERE. SEVERAL MONTHS 
BEFORE EITHER A 
DUNGEON BREAK 
OR T DEFEAT THE 
8056. 


ТМ SORRY, 

BUT І CAN'T 
TAKE C-RANK 
OR LOWER. 


I DON'T NEED 
EXCESS BAGGAGE 
IN THIS 
SITUATION. 


WERE ай 


JU: 
BAGGAGE ТО |] 
YOU...? 


ІМ FREE TO 
JOIN THE OTHER 
GROUP, RIGHT? 


IF YOU CAN 
STAY ALIVE 
UNTIL WE KILL 
THE BOSS, THEN 
EVERYONE GETS 


TO GO HOME. 


SINCE WE 
SHE WANTS HAVE A SPOT 


70 STAY WITH AVAILABLE, 
THE OTHER TEAM TILL TAKE ONE 
INSTEAD OF GOING MORE. 


YOU AREN'T 
AN E-RANK, 
ARE YOU? 


I'VE KEPT ITA 
SECRET IN ORDER 
TO EARN HUNTER 

SUNG'S TRUST, 

BUT... 


«HE'S 
PROBABLY A 
REAWAKENED 

BEING. 


THEN WE 
ONLY HAVE 
CHUL то 
RELY ON. 


IF THE 
PRESIDENT HAD 
MET HUNTER SUNG 
HIMSELF, HE'D 
UNDERSTAND. 


ARE YOU 
SURE? 


you 
CAN ONLY 
SPECULATE, 
RIGHT? 


SUNG 
NEVER 
CONFIRMED, 
50... 


THAT'S 
RIGHT, SIR... 


THIS 
SHOULDN'T BE 
A PROBLEM 
FOR CHUL. 


SUNGCHAN ЛИ, 
DEPARTMENT 
MANAGER OF 

THE FIRST 
ADMINISTRATION 
TEAM 


CHUL'S 3 
TRAINING \ 
GRADES WERE 


ar a CHUL KIM IS 


AN A-RANK. 


HE'S THE TYPE 
HIS COMBAT Boe ment wo 
ABILITIES ALONE Ч STANDS OUT EVEN 
WERE AS GOOD AS AMONG HIGH-RANK 
THE MEMBERS OF HUNTERS. 


HE ша 7 ТЕ ONLY HE COULD 


SUCCESSFULLY 
LEAD THE B-RANK 
HUNTERS AND CLEAR 
THE DUNGEON! 


I HEARD... 
SOMETHING ABOUT 
AN E-RANK HUNTER 
WHO WAS POSSIBLY 
REAWAKENED... 


WE SHOULD RELY WE'LL SEE 


ON OUR MAN CHUL 
MORE THAN A 
HUNTER WE DON’T 
REALLY KNOW. 


WHO'S RIGHT IN 


HELL IS GOING 
ON HERE? 


I THOUGHT DONGSOO 
THIS WAS A HWANG?! 
C-RANK GATE... РІ АМ 
A-RANK GATE 
APPEAR OR 
SOMETHING? 


WHY 16 THE 
WHITE TIGER 
GUILD HANGING 
AROUND 
HERE? 


D-DONGSOO 
HWANG! 


LONG TIME 
NO SEE, 
BAEK. 


"WHITE TIGER 
GUILD'S TURF"? 
WHAT ARE LET ME ASK You 
YOU DOING ¥ SOMETHING. 
IN KOREA? I 


GOT SOME 
BUSINESS TO 
TAKE CARE OF. 
BUT I DIDN'T DID THAT 
EXPECT TO SEE / LOSER JOIN 
You HERE. 2 THE WHITE 


z 
заразе то TIGER GUILD? 
H 2-3 
WHY ARE YOU IN AIT 
KOREA AND ON PIL PECERA 
THE WHITE TIGER : 
GUILD'S TURF? 


HOW DOES 
DONGSOO 
KNOW HIM 
700? 


16 THIS A 


RED GATE? 


HOW ARE YOU 
ROOKIES SO CALM, 
CONSIDERING OUR 

SITUATION? 


WE'RE 
GOING DOWN 
THIS PATH. 


OKAY, WE'LL 
HEAD INTO 
THE FOREST. 


THE FIRST 
THING TRAINEES 
ARE TAUGHT IS 
TO EXPECT THE 

UNEXPECTED IN A 

DUNGEON. 


EVEN RECEIVED 
SPECIAL 
TRAINING. 


HE'S GOING 
|] то 3OIN МИТЕ 
ОА TIGER'S ELITE 

STRIKE TEAM. 


YOU STILL 


ANSWERED MY 
QUESTION. 


TSK, TSK. 
THEY WOULD'VE 


THE FOREST 
16 ICE BEAR 
TERRITORY. 


THAT E-RANK 
HUNTER JUST 
LED INNOCENT 
PEOPLE TO 
THEIR DEATHS. 


HAS HE 
EVEN BEEN WAITA 


PROPERLY SECOND. 
TRAINED? 


COURSE NOT. Y MOST OF 
HE'S JUST AN N THAT GROUP 
/8 C-RANK, AND 
THERE'S ONE 
B-RANK HUNTER 
WITH THEM. 


SO WHY AM I 
ASSUMING JINWOO 
/8 THE LEADER? 


WE JUST 
NEED TO DO | 
OUR JOB. 


T'VE COME ALL 

THE WAY HERE, 

ONLY TO FIND A 
RED GATE... 


JINWOO SUNG 

16 A HARD MAN 

TO GET AHOLD 
OF. 


WHY DOES 
EVERYONE 
WANT 
JINWOO...?! 


4.4 


Р 
27: 77 


AMAZING 
WORK, 
CAPTAIN! 


A-RANKS ARE 
DEFINITELY ON 
4 ANOTHER LEVEL! 


BELIEVE you 
DEFEATED MOST 
OF THE ICE 
BEARS ON 
YOUR OWN! YOU'RE 60 

CLUTCH! 


DON'T BE 
RIDICULOUS! 
WE AREN'T SAFE 
UNTIL WE GET OUT 
OF THIS FOREST. 


THANKS 
70 ME, WE WERE 
ABLE TO DEAL. BUT 
THOSE OTHER GUYS 
ARE PROBABLY 
BEAR FOOD 


DEALING WITH 
THREE OR FOUR 
ICE BEARS IS 


GET SOME MEAT \ 
FROM THESE 
GUYS. WE NEED 
TO SAVE UP 
FOOD. 4 


WITH THIS 
MUCH MEAT, 


f " 
WE'RE GOOD 
FOR A FEW 
、 DAYS. 


WE NEED 
TO TURN BACK 
RIGHT NOW! 
BEFORE MAGIC | 
BEASTS COME 
AFTER US! 


BEARS HAVE 

MARKED THIS 

OFF AS THEIR 
TERRITORY! 


THIS IS THE 
ICE BEARS’ 
FOREST! 


50 YOU'RE 
SAYING THIS 
PLACE IS FULL OF 
ICE BEARS? 
WE'RE GOING 
INTO THE 


YES, TH- 
THAT'S WHY 
WE NEED TO 

GO BA— 


BEARS ARE 
BETTER THAN ICE 
ELVES, WHO HAVE 

INTELLIGENCE. 


WE ONLY 
HAVE TO WORRY 
ABOUT ICE 
BEARS IN THESE 
WOODS. 


LOTS OF ICE 
BEARS MEANS (7 MEANS! 
THAT THEY HAVE WE DON'T HAVE 
NO PREDATORS 70 WORRY ABOLIT 
HERE... - COMING ACROSS 
8 MORE POWERFUL 
MAGIC BEASTS. 


WHY DIDN'T 
I THINK OF 
THAT. 


PLEASE 
HELP YOUR- 
SELVES. 


CAN'T 
HAVE YOU 
FREEZING ТО 
ЕАТИ BEFORE 
BY THE WAY, WE HAVE TO 
AREN'T YOU . FIGHT. 
COLD IN THOSE 
CLOTHES? 


ІТЕМ 


NAME: Warm Fur Jacket 
ACQUISITION DIFFICULTY: None 
CATEGORY: Miscellaneous 
Provides warmth when worn, 
PRICE: 10 gold 


WHAT 
ARE YOU, 
MISTER? 


YOU CAN ONLY 


GRAB A COUPLE OF 


LOW-LEVEL ITEMS 
WITH SUMMONING 
MAGIC, NO? 


WHO IS HE, 
REALLY...? 


I BROUGHT 
YOU HERE, SO 
I PROMISE TO 
PROTECT YOU. 


ASK ME ANY 
QUESTIONS. 


Л 
х 22 THIS GOES 
FOR ALL OF 
you. 
wa 


"ONLY HAVE. 
TO WORRY 


ABOUT 
ICE BEARS,” 
АША?! 


THIS BASTARD 
75 А HIGH- 
RANK BEAST! 


WE 
SHOULDN'T 
HAVE COME 


WHY DID YOU 
ЦУ 
: : 
” 


ТЦ. DEAL 
WITH THE 
MAGIC BEASTS, 
GOT IT? 


І САМ JUST 
USE MY BARE 
HANDS! 


S Е 
Рр 3 N Y 
? QN. ۸ a ñ A 
Га! “әу; | 
um P) 
W. м S W 


HE KILLED WH-WHAT 
THE ICE BEAR 

WITH ONE 

STRIKE?! 


DEFINITELY 
А HIGHER- 
LEVEL MAGIC 
BEAST, BASED 
ON THE ХР. 


YOU'VE 
COME ALL THE 
WAY HERE TO FIND 
HUNTER SUNG? 
WHAT BUSINESS DO 
YOU HAVE WITH 
ИМ? 


NONE OF 
YOUR BUSINESS. 
PURELY FOR MY 

AMUSEMENT. 


WHATEVER 
YOUR PURPOSE 16, 
THERE IS NOTHING 

WE CAN DO NOW THAT BSS 

A RED GATE HAS 
SPAWNED. 


THE PLACE 
BEYOND THE GATE 
COULD BE A DESERT 
WITH TEMPERATURES 

R 140... 


FILLED WITH 
VENEMOUS 
SNAKES AND 
INSECTS... 


FROZEN LANDSCAPE 
50 COLD, YOUR 
EXTREMITIES 
GET FROSTBITE 
INSTANTLY. 


THERE IS A 
GREATER CHANCE 
THOSE HUNTERS 
ARE DEAD THAN 

ALIVE. 


IF JINWOQ 
COMES BACK 
ALIVE... 
CAN'T UO 
ANYTHING, 
SINCE IT'S A 
RED GATE. 


AWWW, 

I WANT TO SEE 
THE OTHER SIDE 
OF THE GATE 
тоо. 


WHAT А 
COINCIDENCE 
THAT I'M HERE 
FOR THIS RARE 
EVENT. 


TO WAIT FOR | 
A DUNGEON 
BREAK, 


BEAR 
MEAT'S A 
LITTLE TOUGH, 


ENGLISH VOCAB 
EVEN IN HER 


BUT IT'S NOT 
BAD, EH? 


WANT 
SOME 


MORE? MYLINGHWAN 


KO, C-RANK 
HOME, SHE PLAYS | 
GAMES, EATS, 
AND SLEEPS. 
SHE'S Just 
А SLEEPYHEAD 
WHO LOVES 
FRIED CHICKE! 


KIJOONG 
YOON, 
C-RANK TANK 


THEN HOW 
DOES SHE GET 
SUCH GOOD 


HEEJIN PARK, 
INK 


KID WHO USED TO 
60 ТО THE ARCADE 


DOES 
JINAH REALLY 
STUDY ALL THE 
TIME AT HOME 

TOO? 


70 EXERCISE 
INSIDE THE 
GATE? 


IF I DON” 
Ти. GET IN 
TROUBLE. 


I NEED 
TO WORK OFF 
THIS MEAL. 


SHOULD Т GO 
HUNTING NOW I'M 
DONE WARMING 
up? 


REGENERATION 
MAKES THEM 
ALMOST 
IMMORTAL. 


№ soldieris 
nable to regenerate due 
к: insufficient тапа. 


A shadow soldier is 
k= n due 


I WOULDN'T 
HAVE BEEN ABLE 
70 DEFEAT IGRIS IF 
HE HAD USED 2/6 
SWORD FROM 
THE START. 


IGRIS AND I 
ARE PROBABLY 
SIMILAR AT 
MY CURRENT 
LEVEL... 


ч 
5 
RR 
NEVES 
IS 


HOW 
LONG HAS 
> 
IT BEEN? ABOUT. 
THREE HOURS. 
SO THREE DAY: 
HAVE PASSED 


à INSIDE. 
WHO KNOWS 
HOW MANY ARE 
STILL ALIVE... 


ТИЕ 
ENVIRONMENT OF 
RED GATE IS 
d EXTRAORDINARY. 


THE BURN OF 
EXTREME HEAT, 
THE ASSAULT OF 
VENEMOUS INSECTS, 
OR THE سه‎ 
CONSUMING 
THAT'S HOW 
COLD... THE WEAKEST 
START DYING 
OFF. 


so 
n THIS JINWOO 
LET'S 
CHARACTER. 
SAY ХОШ АРАСТ MUST BE DEAD 
TOO. 
ENVIRONMENT. 
THEN YOU HAVE ТО 
FIND FOOD. 


YOU COULD 
EAT THE MEAT OF 
А MAGIC BEAST, BUT 
THE LEVEL OF THE 
GATE 16 TOO HIGH 
FOR LOWER-RANK 
HUNTERS. IT'S LIKELY 
THAT ALL THE C- 
AND LOWER-RANK 
HUNTERS ARE 
ALREADY DEAD. 


ТУЕ WASTED 
My TIME, 
HAVEN'T I? 


50 WHY DID 


HE GO INSIDE 
THE GATE? 


OF THE WHITE 
TIGER GUILD, 
RIGHT? 


уч 


НЕ ASKED МЕ 
IF ИЕ COULD 
PARTICIPATE IN 
THIS RAID TO 


MANAGER AN 
/6 COVERING 
FOR JINWOO, 


HE DOESN'T 
WANT OTHERS 
70 KNOW 
ABOUT HIM. 


AND EVEN THOUGH 
|PONGSOO'S S-RANK 
AND WORKS IN. 

A DIFFERENT 
COUNTRY, HE 
KNOWS OF THIS 
Е-КАМК... 


HUH. 
GUESS THERE'S 
NOTHING ELSE 


4 


YOU HAVE 
А KNACK FOR 
DISCOVERING 
HUNTERS OF /| 


INTEREST. 


уч 
SOMETHING'S 
UP. 


۵ 


# = «4 

ж” 
A | А, 
| => 
ти 
=< 


М 


\ 
N 


MISTER 


BIG FISH IN A 
\ SMALL POND? 


E 
Et u Е E 
RANKS % 
"GOING AT IT 


Т, CHUL 
KIM, HAVE 
FAILED! 


ай ў 2 


NO...IT'S МУ 
RESPONSIBILITY 
BECAUSE T'M 
THE LEADER... 
RIGHT... 


F. À 
7 
you want Ү 
~ 70607 
\ | 


7 IF IT WEREN'T 
FOR THIS COLO E 


/ NO, IF WE 
Й HADN'T STARVED 
FOR DAYS, І 
WOULDN'T HAVE 
BEEN DEFEATED 
LIKE THIS. 


RIGHT, ICE 
SLAYERS! 


THOSE ICE 
SLAYERS 
MUST BE 


NO WONDER Т 
HAVEN'T SEEN ANY 
/CE BEARS SINCE 
Т ENTERED THE 


DAMN IT, I NEED 
|| 70 GET OUT ОР 
HERE FAST! 


NO, 
IT'S NOT 
POSSIBLE 
WITH THEIR 
ABILITIES. 


IF YOU TWO 
HADN'T POWERED 
DOWN AT THE END, 
YOU WOLLD'VE 
BROKEN MY 
ARMS. 


I WAS THE ONE 
WHO SUSPECTED 
JINWOO'S 
REAWAKENING. 


HOWEVER, 
HE WAS STILL 
AN E-RANK TWO 
MONTHS AGO WHEN T 
MEASURED HIS MAGIC 
POWER USING THE 
BEST ESSENCE 
STONE. 


ІТ WAS 
PROBABLY А 
TRAP SET ВУ 
THAT YOOJIN 

CONSTRUCTION 
BRAT. 


I'M SORRY 
ABOUT HUNTER THEN ANN 
VONGSUK CAN DROP THIS 
HWANC'S Paġż- OBSESSION WITH 
INS, БИТ, HUNTER JINWOO 
-JINWOO ISN'T SUNG. 


CAPABLE OF 


KILLING A WHOLE Ñ Ed 
STRIKE SQUAD. аў 


NEVER 
MIND. THIS 
16 NO FUN 
ANYMORE. 


I'M GOING 
TO BED. 


WHAT? 
NEVER SEEN A 
FIGHT BETWEEN 
TWO S-RANKS7, 4 


JINWOO'S 
CAPABILITIES 


WHAT THE 
HELLIS 
GOING ON? 


THEY'RE ALL 
LOWER-RANK 


IF 
MY HANDS 
WEREN'T 
FROZEN... „МОЕТ 
WASN'T STARVING, 
I COULD DEAL WITH 
ICE ELVES, NO 
PROBLEM. 


LOOK AT 
THEM HOGGING 
ALL THESE 
SUPPLIES! 


CHUL KIM? 
WHAT ARE You 
DOING HERE? 


OUR TEAM FAILED 
BECAUSE WE 
DION'T HAVE 

ENOUGH FOOD 
АМР TOOLS. 


50 HOW 00 
YOU HAVE 
ALL THESE 
SUPPLIES? 


WHO HOARDED 
ALL THE SUPPLIES 
АМР PUT US IN 
DANGER? 


Ги COUNT 8 
IF YOU DON'T 
TO THREE. TELL ME WHO DID 
THIS, THEN I'LL 
CONSIDER ALL OF 
YOU GUILTY! 


WHY DON'T YOU 
ANSWER ME? 
272 SOMEONE 


REGARD ANY 
OF YOU AS 
ACCOMPLICES. 


AND T'LL SPARE 
THE REST OF 
you! 


SHE 
VOLUNTARILY 
LEFT OUR SQUAD 
BECAUSE SHE 
ur 
SOMETHING! SHE KNEW 
SHE COULDN'T 
Ё SURVIVE ON HER 
OWN AND WANTED 
70 CONSERVE THE 
FOOD IN A SMALLER 
GROUP! 


I ACCUSE 
YOU, HEEJIN 
PARK! 


you 
ALSO BROUGHT 
SOME UNINVITED 
GUESTS. A 
` 
» 2 


THE ENERGY 
IT'S EMITTING 
/6 TERRIFYING. 


IT HAS TO BE 
THE BOSS. 


| more THAN 
| ‘TWENTY, IT 
y) see 


THERE (6 A 
TREASURE AMONGST 
\ THE HUMAN TRASH. 


YOU SPEAK OUR 
М LANGUAGE? 


WHO ARE 
YOU CALLING 
TRASH? 


АША? HOW 
AM І ABLE TO 


COMMUNICATE 
WITH IT? 


N 


y SPEAK THE 
IN MAGIC BEASTS’ 
\ LANGUAGE І 
ТОО? 


" 
IS THIS 
BECAUSE OF 
THE SYSTEM? 
“ 
/ T й 
У 1 
7 


COMMUNICATE... 
6007. 
THERE 16 


SOMEONE I WANT 
To INTRODUCE 


EP ^ ініне | 
You TWo HAVE 
ЈУ MET BEFORE. | 
б. 
. \ =," 
• \ 


HE WISHES To 
CHALLENGE YOU 
To A BAT— 
НЕ TOLD ME 
THAT THERE WAS A 
STRONG ONE AMONG 
THE HUMANS. 


> - 
2 
> 


ТІ) А 
71 Z Suess THIS 
DOWN EASILY. У $ 
АЗ И 
f 7 
4 / = - Ë . 
< 
й 
! 


Б مه‎ 
WHAT THE 


HELL ARE 
YOU TALKING 
ABOUT? 


WE 
CONTINUOUSLY 
HEAR A VOICE ІМ 

OUR HEADS, 


APPLIES ONLY 
70 ME... 


ма 
IT BECAUSE 
I WAS MADE A 
PLAYER BY THE 
SYSTEM? 4 


WE 0 
NOT NEED TO 
FIGHT. 
I WOULD PREFER 
To AVOID NEEDLESS 
CASUALTIES ON OUR 


BUT I DON’T HEAR 
THAT VOICE WHEN ГИ 
IN FRONT OF You. 


A VOICE TELLS 
THEM TO KILL 
HUMANS. ..? 


LIKE ORDERS 
FROM THE 
SYSTEM? 


JUST HAND 
OVER THOSE HUMANS 
BEHIND YOV, 


moru ` 
LET You LIVE, 


HOW DOES 


a THAT SOUND To 


\ А 


WHERE 
ARE YOU FROM, 
AND WHY ARE YOU 
TRYING TO KILL 
к HUMANS? 


WE Po 
NOT NEED TO 


JUST HAND 
OVER THOSE HUMANS 
I WOULD PREFER BEHIND YOU, AND ги 
To AVOID NEEDLESS LET YOU LIVE, 
CASUALTIES ON 
OUR SIDE, 


WHAT'S 
GOING ON 
HERE...? 


AVOIDING MY 
QUESTIONS? 


HOW DOES 
THAT SOUND 
To You? 


Do WE HAVE 
ADEA? 


YOU DARE To 
CHALLENGE ME AND 
MY SOLDIERS? 


YOU'RE 
OUTNUMBEREP, 
THINK YOU CAN ро 
THIS ALONE? 


“OUTNUM- 
BERED"? 


GUESS IT 
| KNEW | mer ий e. 
THIS FIGHT IS EE етедь 
MORE THAN WE N | | = Хиуа 
TRICK. 


CAN HANDLE! 


UTNUMBER 
THEM, BUT I DON'T 
HAVE ENOUGH 


MY SOLIPERS 
HAVE LEVELED 
UP ENOUGH TO 
DEAL WITH ICE 


A MORE 
POWERFUL 
SOLDIER! 


EVEN IF IGRIS 
AND І FIGHT 
ITTOGETHER, |. ORDINARY 
ITLL BEA SOLDIERS ARE 


MY NAME 
16 BARCA, 


"f 
AR 


m 
23 а, № 
. 
"m 
í V 
^ ) 
| 
|| ШУТ / 
НИЕМ HAD A 
FIGHT THIS EXCITING 
IN AGES! 


THE LAST 
VOICE I HEARD... 


WAS JINWOO 


ENOUGH 
STALLING, 
ALREADY. COME 
\ OUT. 


THAT MAKES 
TWO OF US WHO 
WANT You DEAD, 


CHUL KIM... 


JINWOO 
SUNG, YOU 
BASTARD... 


You CANT 
HIDE FROM MEL 


1 "i кш ) ї A = 
5% “əл 
ғ "= x 


4 адб 


Ae 


! 
ы, 


Shadow Extraction is successful. 


YOU'RE EVEN 
ade NOW, 
AREN'T YOU? 


NO, 'CHUL' 
MEANS "IRON," 
60... 


YOU'RE 
NOT PAYING 
ATTENTION, 


DO YOU REALLY 
THINK YOU CAN STOP 
\ ME WITH THAT? 


g [Skill: Epic Taunt]. | 


- 


— 
raster of the dungeon has 
€ ed a state of aggro. 
u у 


| THESE SLOW U 
Moves ARE No 8 
Д MATCH FOR mer 


DO ALL 
HUNTERS” 
FIGHTS LOOK 
LIKE THIS? 

Ч 2 


T ІР THEY DID, 
I WOULDN'T 


GARBAGE. _ 


IS\THAT REALLY 
‘SOMETHING YOU 
| CANSAY? J 


4 : 


ARE THESE THE 
SOLDIERS YOU 
WERE وره سب‎ 


YOUR SOLDIERS 
ARE DONE WHEN Т 
KILL You! 


THROWING 
V = 


AWAY 
ыы 


>: 


“48 7 H YOU'RE | 
"M И. ALL DEAD! 
2 m 


Ni 
= 
w 
= 
= 
e 
> 
> 


You have defeated the 
master of the dungeon. 
You have leveled up! 


LET'S 

GET OUT OF 
HERE. 

( > Ж 


ITS 
ALREADY 
THREE A.M. 


PROBABLY 
OVER A WEEK 
HAS PASSED ON 
THE OTHER SIDE 
OF THE GATE. 


WE'LL STAY 
HERE, SO WHY 
DON'T YOU GO 

HOME, MR. 

PRESIDENT? 


HOW COULD 
I WHILE OUR 
MEMBERS ARE 
STUCK IN 
THERE? 
гы 
WAIT UNTIL 
MORNING. 


THE RED 
GATE IS 
OPENING! 


THE 
DUNGEON'S 
BEEN 
CLEARED! 

> 


PEOPLE... 
ARE COMING 
LOOK AT i қ our! 


THE GATE! 


HUNTER 
MYUNGHWAN KO 
AND HUNTER 
KIJOONG YOON! 


CHUL KIM... 
WHAT 
HAPPENED TO 
CHUL KIM? 


WHAT 
HAPPENED 
INSIDE THAT 
GATE? 


ES 
WE'RE THE 
ONLY ONES. 


ONLY THE LOW- 
RANK HUNTERS 
SURVIVED? 


LET'S 60. 
T'LL TAKE 
YOU HOME. 


IF YOU HAVE 
ANY QUESTIONS, 
ASK YOUR GUILD 

MEMBERS. 


ТМ YOONHO 
BAEK, MASTER 
OF THE WHITE 
TIGER GUILD. 


I SAVED 
THE REMAINING 


SHOULDN'T YOU 
BE THANKING ME, 
FIRST OF ALL? 


I DON'T 
E KNOM, SIR. 
WHAT'S UP y AFTER HE BEAT 
WITH THAT 9 THE BOSS... 
GUY? 


WHY IS HE 
IN SUCH A 
MOOD? 


.HE STOOD 
IN FRONT OF THE 
CORPSE AND SAID 
SOMETHING THREE 
TIMES. HE'S BEEN 
LIKE THAT SINCE 
THEN. 


N 


ч 
TM head WHY HAVEN'T 
PRESIDENT. YOU RECRUITED 


HE'S 
PROBABLY 
EXHAUSTED. 
HE'S NOT A BAD 
PERSON, IF YOU 
WANT MY 


OPINION. 


NO, THAT'S 
NOT THE 
PROBLEM. 


тм 
DOING MY 
BEST, SIR. 


IT'S NOT 
GOOD 
ENOUGH. 


use 
HE WASN'T 

INTIMIDATED BY YOU NEED ЖАТЫН 
I SHOULD BE МЕ... ТАМ. ТО GET IT 

РЕАДЕР DONE RIGHT YOU NEED. 
GIVE UP AT LEAST AWAY. MAKE HIM 
AN ARM TO GET JOIN OUR GUILD 
THAT MAN. АТ ANY COST. 


You have failed to extract 
the shadow and have no 
‘attempts remaining, 


Was 
IT BECAUSE 

THE DIFFERENCE 

BETWEEN OUR 

ABILITIES WAS 
700 GREAT? و‎ 


(ITEM: Borca's Dagger] 
ACQUISITION DIFFICULTY: A 
poc. um CATEGORY: Dagger 

ANAY СОН ЕЛЕ, Adogger used by the great 
warrior Barco. A powerful spell 
of weightlessness imbued in 
the dagger allows the userto be 
more agile while wielding it. 
ATTACK POWER +110 
AGILITY +10 


СЭУ. 
/ 


>. 


THANK 
YOU FOR 
EVERYTHING 
TODAY. 


SEE YOU 
TOMORROW...I 
MEAN, IN A FEW 

HOURS. 


OH... IT HASN'T 


EVEN BEEN A DAY 
OUT HERE. 


WE NEED 
To PICK Hey, sonen. 
SOMEONE 7 


UP ON THE ШЫ окос weu 
МАУ. HEAD ТО THE GATE 
TOGETHER. 


FRIENDLY WITH 
HER... 


ARE THEY 
SEEING EACH 
OTHER... 


BOSS, 
SHOULD I REFER 
HERE WE ARE, TO SONGYI AS 
Я "MRS. BOSS" 
FROM NOW ON? 


ARE YOU 
NUTS? SHE'S 
JUST MY SISTER'S 
FRIEND. 


PAST FOUR 


O'CLOCK BY THE 
TIME I GOT HOME. 
I BARELY CLOSED 

MY EYES. 


PAST 
FOUR BY THE 
TIME HE GOT HE SAID 


HOME? бомбу 15 JUST 
HIS SISTER'S 

FRIEND, 

BUT... 


SONGYI IS А 
MINOR. 


LET'S 
HURRY AND 
WRAP UP THESE 
\ RAIDS QUICKLY. 


CHAPTER 10 


Conquering the 
_ Demon's Castle | 


Men 7 


en 


ANN fe: 


RIGHT— 
THIS 15 
JINHO'S FIRST 


TIME SEEING 


YOU HAVE THE 
S-S-SKILL 
TO SUMMON 
THESE 
THINGS? 


ІТФА 
LONG STORY, 
BUT... 


“ТИЕУ HUNT 8۹8 
MAGIC BEASTS 
ON THEIR OWN, SO 
THEY'RE PRETTY 


USEFUL. | THEY'RE 


GOOD АТ 
SMALL JOBS 


b IT FEELS 
146 IT OKAY IF LIKE TVE BEEN 
T COLLECT SOME || REPLACED, Boss. 
ESSENCE STONES Д ITS KIND OF 
TOO? Ам. UPSETTING. 


1 GUESS 
TOMORROW'S 
DEFINITELY A THE LAST DAY... | 
AUNIQUE 
GUY. 


ONE DAY 
LATER— 


JINWOO FULFILLED 
HIS PROMISE 
70 JINHO BY 
COMPLETING ALL 
NINETEEN RAIDS. 


<All the 
members of 
the strike 


THE EASTERN 
UNITED STATES 


| 


<We thought 
it was weird, 


\ 
Ў <who knew 


р such а powerful 
<А Ж „летец е! u‘ ў beast would 
beast?! Ё emerge from the 
boss's Ізі?!» 


<s that magic 
beast’s power 
greater than 
an A-rank 
dungeon?> 


<When we 
first entered the! 
dungeon, we didnt; 
encounter any 3 
magic beasts/>3 


<Unbeliev- 
аые/> 


<How 
strong is 
this magic 
beast?/» 


HURTING МУ 
EARS. 


DON'T 
WORRY. І DIDN'T 
KILL THEM. І 
JUST KNOCKED 
THEM OUT. 


WHY DID you 
GUYS ATTACK 
МЕ ALL OF A 


E 1 SAID I WAS 
HUMAN, NOT A 
MAGIC BEAST. 


SAY THIS IN 
ENGLISH...? 


«2 want 
го go 
home.? 


I SHOULD'VE 
TAKEN YOU 
TO A BETTER 
RESTAURANT. 


I LIKE IT HERE, 
THOUGH І DIDN'T 
THINK A RICH BOY LIKE 
YOU WOULD LIKE THIS 
KIND OF FOOD. 


ONCE I PASS 

E SIMPLE TEST AT 
THE ASSOCIATION, 

1 ТЦ. GET MY GUILD 
MASTER'S LICENSE 
RIGHT AWAY. А 


THEN ТМ 

GOING TO MAKE 
A DEAL WITH MY 
FATHER. 


NOW THAT 
YOU'RE DONE 
WITH THE 
RAIDS. 


A harmful substance | 
hos been detected 


БЕТА 
GREAT ТО OWN 
А 30 BILLION 
WON BUILDING, STATUS 
NAME: Jinwoo Sung LEVEL: 61 
Тап JOB: Shadow Monarch 
LIKE ICING ON TITLE: The One Who Overcome 


абара” Adversity (and 1 other) 


HP: 13001 MP: 1677 
FATIGUE: 0 


STRENGTH: 142 STAMINA: 101 
AGILITY: 121 INTELLECT: 89 


PERCEPTION: 103 Ap:0 
SINCE I'VE 
ALREADY REACHED А 
MY GOAL, I DON'T Physical Damage Decrease: 46% 
NEED TO HANG WITH 
HIM ANYMORE. 


YOU WON'T 
BE ABLE TO 
REACH ME FOR 
A WHILE. 


WHAT ARE 
YOU GOING 
TO DO NEXT, 
Boss? 


[ITEM: Castle Door Key] 


+ THERE'S 
ACQUISITION DIFFICULTY: A 
CATEGORY: Key SOMEWHERE 


I NEED TO 
This key unlocks the door to the Demon's Castle, B BE. 

You can acquire this only when you kill the 

gatekeeper. 


77 
YOU'D HE'S GOT THE 
Ur 


TELL ME IF I WRONG IDEA ABO: 
WAS BEING SOMETHING, HASN'T 
ANNOYING, HE... 

2-1 THIS 
DUMMY... 


IF I AM, 
I WON'T BOTHER 
YOU EVER AGAIN. 


2.1 HAVE 
A BROTHER WHO'S 
MORE THAN TEN 
YEARS OLDER THAN 
ME, BOSS. HE DOESN'T LIKE 
ME MUCH, 50 І 
HAVEN'T SPENT 
MUCH ONE-ON-ONE 
TIME WITH HIM. 


WHAT DO You 
THINK OF МЕ? 


ON THE OTHER 
HAND, YOU SAVED 
MY LIFE AND 
HELPED ME REACH 
MY DREAM... 


SINCE YOU 
THINK OF ME 
AS YOUR BIG 

BROTHER... 


YOU'RE 
MORE LIKE A 
BIG BROTHER TO 
МЕ THAN MY OWN 


„ги. 
THINK OF YOU 
AS MY LITTLE 

BROTHER. 


B-B-BOSSI CAN T GIVE 
LT you А Hu6? 


Isit true there was 7 
an incident during 
the training session 
for new members? 


THE 
INVESTIGATION 
ВУ THE 
Can you confirm ASSOCIATION AND 
that only the high- THE GUILD HAS 
rank hunters were CONCLUDED. 


killed and the 
| ” THERE WAS AN 
low-rank hunters INCIDENT, BUT. 
survived? THERE WAS NO 
"HELPER." 


Rumor has it the 
survivors had some 
kind of “helper.” Can 

you comment? 


REPORTERS... 


THEY'RE 60 
Я ашск то смее 
OUT THIS KIND 
OF STUFF. 


Then why are 
the survivors 
being barred from 
speaking with the 
media? 


No further 
questions. 


Sir, Hunter 
Byunggu Min 
would like to 

speak with you. 
What should I 
tell him? 


BYUNGGU? 


PUT HIM 
THROUGH. 


Bro, why did 
ou turn off 
your cell? 


BECAUSE OF 
THOSE REPORTERS. 
I'M GONNA LAY 
LOW UNTIL THINGS 
QUIETED DOWN. 


Oh, the 
red gate! 
It made 
the newsin 
Japan too. 


DON'T MESS 
WITH ME. I'M 
NOT IN THE 
MOOD. 


The Hunter's 

Association of 
Japan secretly 
contacted me 

a шеек ago. 


Things might be 

more serious than 

І expect now that 
Pue come and 
seen it myself. 


It'll eventually 
hit the news in 
Korea too. 


CONTACTED 
THE HUNTER'S 
ASSOCIATION 

OF KOREA? 


Relax, bro. 
It'll blow 
over soon. 


There’s 
bigger 
news. 


BIGGER 

NEWS? 
DIDN'T YOU 
SAY YOU'RE 
IN JAPAN? 


needed advice from 
the hunters who 
experienced the 
Jeju Island raids. 


Тһе S-rank gate 
spawned on 
Jeju Island four 
years ago. 


As you know, 
our government 
gave up on the 
island after three 
extermination 
missions failed. 


It’s full of ants 
even now. 


1 were almost 
killed because 


IT WAS A 
NIGHTMARE 
I NEVER WANT 
TO EXPERIENCE 
AGAIN. 


It looks 
like they’ve 
mutated. 


WHO CARES? 
LET THOSE 
BASTARDS FIGHT 
EACH OTHER ON IT'LL BE FINE 
THE ISLAND. |Р WE LEAVE 
THEM ALONE. 


«they can 
leave Jeju. 


They can 
fly across 
ocean! 


NE 2 
اوا‎ | 


Tho 
al 


astard کس‎ 23. 
Р. 


ѕе 
S... 
«are 
evolving! 


A QUEST. 
IT'S BEEN 
A WHILE. 


THERE ARE 
ITEMS WORTH OVER 
TEN BILLION GOLD TOO. 
50 І CAN HAVE ONE OF 
THOSE IF I COMPLETE 
THE QUEST? 


THE 
REWARDS ARE 
INCREDIBLE, 
HUH? A STAT BONUS, 
AND ANY ITEM 
FROM THE 
SHOP 70 BOOT. 


BUT HIGH- 
LEVEL REWARDS 
MEANS THE 
DIFFICULTY LEVEL 
OF THE QUEST IS 
HIGH ТОО... 


SEE A SINGLE КЕ 


2 h үз MONSTEI 


DOES THIS 


E бай 


” 


- 7 
z 
MI 1 
Z TOLD JINAH 1 
Т WAS GOING ОМ N 
E ARP, BUT... ER, 
| 


— 


1 


THE SYSTEM 
Is a ( 
SHOWING ХР 
NOW? 


9 


W + 7 
€ IT'S А БАСЕ 

> Е AGAINST TIME 
FROM HERE! 
ام‎ | 1 


««ҮОЦ WANT TO ВЕ 
| ІМ CHARGE OF THE 


YOOJIN GUILD? 


AS YOU 
ALREADY KNOW, IT'S 
TOO RISKY TO HAND 
OVER THAT KIND OF 
POWER TO SOMEONE 
OUTSIDE OF THE 
FAMILY AND— 


I WANT TO 
INTRODUCE YOU 


| У TO SOMEONE. 
SEN 


THIS 16 
HUNTER 
MYUNGHWAN 
ко. 
HE'S FROM 
- d THE WHITE 
== TIGER GUILD—ONE 
А OF THE SURVIVORS 
puc | uw» OF THE RED GATE 
= = INCIDENT. 


HELLO. - 


219 


THE 
MEDIA'S BEEN 
SEARCHING FOR THIS: ) 
GUY EVERYWHERE! „..А YOUNG 
WHAT'S HE DOING š WOMAN WHO 
4 LOOKED LIKE A 
HIGH SCHOOL 
‘STUDENT... 


PLEASE TELL 
MY SON WHO, APART 
FROM THE WHITE TIGER 
GUILD TRAINEES, WAS 
ALSO THERE ON 


THE WHITE 
TIGER GUILD 
22 Щи Е MEMBERS ONLY GOT 

? 1 OUT OF THE RED 
GATE ALIVE THANKS 
TO JINWOO 


BOSS 


WHO WAS 
THE YOUNG 
HUNTER...? 


IST WHAT 
THERE 80557 


NO WONDER 
THOSE TWO 
ARE SUDDENLY 
CLOSER... 


WERE CONFUSED 
ABOUT THE TWO E-RANK 
HUNTERS WHO WANTED 

TO OBSERVE OUR 

TRAINING, BUT. 


[бы Z KNOW HIS 


ТИЕ GUILD 
FORBADE US FROM 
SAYING ANYTHING 
ABOUT JINWOO. 


AND THEN, 
CHAIRMAN YOO 
CONTACTED ME, 


HUNTER KO, 
I THINK THAT'S 
ENOUGH. 


50 ГМ NOT 
THE ONLY ONE 
WHO KNOWS HIS 
SECRET. 


AS YOU KNOW, 
ТМ LOOKING 
FOR TALENTED 
HUNTERS. 


AFTER HEARING 
ABOUT THIS 
“HELPER,” I HAD ТО 
LOOK INTO THE RED 
GATE INCIDENT. 


:: 10 FIND THE 1 = \ у 
PERSON I'VE BEEN Te BEST ТИВ 


LOOKING FOR ON YOUR 
SQUAD MEMBERS 
LIST... 


HUNTER SUNG 
WAS A BIG HELP 


IN GETTING YOUR 
GUILD MASTER'S 
LICENSE. CORRECT? 


I NEEDED 
HELP FROM 
ANOTHER HUNTER 
70 BECOME А GUILD 
MASTER, MAKING ME 
NO BETTER THAN 

MY BROTHER.‏ لا 


I'VE LOST 
MY ADVANTAGE 


ALLOW ME ТО 
TAKE CHARGE OF 
M THE YOOJIN GUILD? 


YOU SAID SO 
YOURSELF... 


RISKY TO HAND 

OVER THAT KIND 

\ OF POWER TO AN 
OUTSIDER. 


WHY TAKE 
THAT RISK 
WHEN I HAVE 
You? 


TO DECEIVE 
YOU, AND— 


IT'S FOOLISH 
TO ADMIT YOUR 
MISTAKES. 


„ТО JOIN 
ТИЕ YOOJIN 
GUILD? 


HAEIN CHA 
OF THE HLINTERS 
GUILD AND THE 


„МЕ THERE'S 
A FOURTH RAID 
ON JESU... 


AS VICE 
GUILD MASTER 

OF HUNTERS, CHA 
75 OVERSHADOWED 
BY THE ULTIMATE 
HUNTER, JONGIN 
CHOI. 


BECOMING 
MASTER OF THE 
YOOJIN GUILD, WITH 
ITS IMPRESSIVE 
FINANCIAL BACKING, 
WOULD BE BETTER 
FOR HER, 


MEANWHILE, 


HUNTER MIN IS 
PERFECTLY HEALTHY 
... BEFORE 
ANT ABLE TO YOU RECRUIT 


PERFORM AS А 


HUNTER. HUNTER 


Р 
HE DECIDED TO SUNG? 


RETIRE AFTER 
THE THREE JEJU 
ISLAND RAIDS 
FAILED, 


THIS 
SHOULD BE 
k FUN, JINHO. 


STILL А LONG 
WAY TO GO... 


% 
/ 


» Se 


THE STARTING 
DIFFICULTY OF THE 
DEMON'S CASTLE 


WAS PRETTY EASY. THEY WERE 
| = 8 D-RANK 


MONSTERS AT 


ALL CLEAR 
AROUND HERE. 


THE HIGHER 

THE LEVEL, 7 

THE MORE XP 3 
NEED TO SO Tt 


LEVEL ЦР. KEEP ON 
` GETTING 


HARDER TO 
GROW. , 


+ BUT THE 
ХР I GOT WAS 
HIGHER. 


JI НАР TO 
CLEAR NINE. 
C-RANK 
DUNGEONS TO 
LEVEL UP 
ONCE... 


+ BUT HERE, 
І CAN GO UPA 


BAEK MADE 
ME REALIZE 
SOMETHING. 


I'M ON THE 
LOW END OF 
S-RANK, 


I NEED TO 


STRONGER. 


TIME TO ит Y 


UISITION DIFFICULTY: 72 
GORY: 22 
access to the second floor of 


con only be used on the 
tation circle on the first floor. 


THE 
TELEPORTATION 


CIRCLE... 


THE BOSS 
OF THE ICE 
N SEOUL BEARS. 
БЖ. rowers: 


WASHINGTON, 
DE, 


N 


HEAD TO THE 
TELEPORTATIO! 
CIRCLE! 


YOU'RE 
AWESOME! 
FROM NOW ON, 
YOUR NAME IS 
TANK! 


ASSISTANT 
DIRECTOR (А.Р) 
OF HUNTER 
COMMAND CENTER 


<How does a 
Korean hunter 
come out of a 
dungeon located on 
the other side of 
the planetP> 


<He said the 
gate closed ten 
years ago, and he 
was trapped inside. 
When he opened 
his eyes, he was 
in the U.S.> 


<He insists 
he's a Korean 
hunter.> 


IT WAS AN 
UNPRECE- 


DENTED 
DISCOVERY. 
A HUMAN FOUND INSIDE 
A DUNGEON. A STRIKE 
SQUAD WITH SEVERAL 


A-RANK HUNTERS WERE 
HELPLESS AGAINST HIM. 


«Don't 
just stand 
there.» 


<Go pry more 
information out 
of him.> 


«Sir, we're 
investigating the 
possibility that this 
may be a magic beast 
possessing а human's 
memories.> 


<We need an 
S-rank hunter at 
least. Otherwise, all 
of Washington, D.C. 
may be in danger, 


<Тһеге!5 ап S-rank 
hunter who can 

speak Korean in the 

Scavenger Guild.> 


«нелі 
conduct ап 
interrogation 
tomorrow 
morning.> 


MY PLAN IS 
ALL MESSED 
ар... 


<Mr. 
Hwang, the 
main hunter of. 
the Scavenger 
ва» 


«в he on 
his way?» 


<He's just 
gotten back 
from his trip 
to Korea.> 


PUNK I WANTED 
70 KILL WAS 
BURIED IN A RED 

6 


<What's 
his name 


<It’s hard to 
pronounce...» 


<Не is Korean 
hunter Ilhwan 
Sung.> 


A MONSTER 
WITH AN ENTRY 
PERMIT RANDOMLY 
APPEARS... 


«AND YOU САМ 
ONLY ACCESS 
THE NEXT FLOOR 
AFTER YOU 
ACQUIRE IT. 


THE DEMON'S 
CASTLE IS A 
DIFFERENT WORLD 
ON EACH FLOOR. SINCE DAESUNG 
TOWER HAS ONE 
HUNDRED FLOORS, 
THERE ARE ONE 
HUNDRED DIFFERENT 
WORLDS HERE. 


HE PICKED UP 
SPEED THE 
HIGHER HE 


THE PROBLEM — 
IT WAS А RACE 
AGAINST TIME. 


IF THERE ARE 
REALLY A HUNDRED 
FLOORS HERE, I 
MAY NOT BE ABLE TO 
REACH THE TOP FLOOR 
IN A WEEK, 


WHEN HE FIRST 


BUT THAT ANXIETY. 
BEGAN TO FADE OVER 
TIME AS THE BATTLES 

WERE MUCH EASIER 
THAN HE EXPECTED. 


MID-RANK 
DEMONS ARE JUST 
AS POWERFUL AS 
MID- TO HIGH- 
C-RANK MAGIC 
BEASTS? 


THE LEVEL 
ОР HIGH-RANK: 
DEMONS WILL 
PROBABLY INCREASE 
M EXPONENTIALLY) 


THERE'S A BIG. 
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 
AN A-RANK HUNTER 
AND AN S-RANK 
HUNTER TOO. 


DEMON! 


ТИЕ 
BODYGUARDS 
ARE HIGH-RANK 
DEMONS, BUT I'VE 
LEVELED UP MY 
SOLDIERS. 


HMM, THAT 
BASTARD ISN'T 
MOVING... 


SHADOW 
SOLDIERS GET 
STRONGER WITH 
MY INTELLECT 
STAT. 


I HAVE 
ENOUGH MAGIC 


STATA LOT. 


ГЫ JUST 


GET IN CLOSE 
AND FINISH IT. 
SHOULD BE 
ЕА5— 


Тш 


Wi 


ё b 
| MW. 


ТІЛЕ | 


STATUS 


STRENGTH: 150 STAMINA: 108 
AGILITY: 138 INTELLECT: 109 
PERCEPTION: 111 


GET THROWN SO 
EASILY? 


TITLE: Ihe Une WAU uvercume 
Adversity (and 1 other) 


HP: 13001 MP: 1677 

FATIGUE: 0 
ae 

STRENGTH: 150 STAMINA: 109 


AGILITY: 199 INTELLECT: 109 
PERBEPTION: 1 ap: g 


Physical Damage Decrease: 48% 


I INVESTED 
ALOT IN 
STRENGTH... 


me -- 


c 
Ам Vulcon, Lord of the Lower 
Floors, has used [Skill: Rage]. 


I CAN'T AVOID 
ITS ATTACK. IT'S 
COMING RIGHT 
DOWN ON ME! 


| 
у 
7 Ж 
У 
4 


4 


У 
3 


DAMN I7... 
CAN'T AVOID IT IN 
MIDAIR. IF I САМ 

| 2/67 move my 

BODY... 


1 ie = 
Pa (І Z N 
Я : -- 
2 7 
KU 
7 a - 


1 


ON ITS MOVES. 


I NEED 
TRAP... 


І NEED ТО 
IMMOBILIZE 
THIS DEMON 

FIRST. 


THE YOUNG 
MAN FROM 
9027 


HE TOLD HIS 


DID HUNTER SISTER THAT HE 
JINWOO SUNG WAS GOING ON 
GO? А TRIP WITH A 
» FRIEND FOR A 
WEEK. 


HOW 00 
YOU KNOW THAT, 
HUNTER PARK? 


OH, FROM 


SONGYI. " 
МЕРЕ STILL SHE'S A FRIEND 


OF JINWOO'S 
IN TOUCH. SISTER, SO Т ASKED 


WE VISITED HIS 
PLACE, BUT THAT 
WAS A WASTE OF 

TIME. 


SOMETHING 
ISN'T RIGHT HERE. 
THERE'S NO RECORD 


OF HIM LEAVING THE 
\ COUNTRY... 2) 


.AND THERE 
HASN'T BEEN ANY 
ACTIVITY ON HIS 
BANK ACCOUNT OR 
CREDIT CARD. 


6 


= У 
YOU'D NEED you 


THE TOP HUNTERS 
FROM THE CHINESE 
SPECIAL FORCES 
FOR THAT. 


SHOULD KNOW 
BETTER THAN 
ANYONE—YOU'VE 
SEEN HIS POWER WITH 
YOUR OWN EYES. 


жы 


CHECK THAT 
STUFF? 


IT'S MY JOB 
TO MONITOR 
HUNTERS. 


ASSOCIATION LAST 
TRACKED HIS CELL 
SIGNAL SOMEWHERE 
IN ТИЕ MIDDLE OF 176 

THE Gy A MYSTERY, 
H 


50 WHERE 
THE HELL IS 
HE NOW? 


ТИЕ 
REWARDS ARE 
PRETTY GENEROUS, 
SINCE IT'S А BOSS- 


LEVEL MONSTER. 


INGREDIENT 
ITEM FOR CRAFTING 
ADVANCED 


N [ITEM: World Tree Fragment] MAGIC TOOLS? 
ACQUISITION DIFFICULTY: 92 
CATEGORY: Material 


Purified wood from Vulcan's club, which was 
made with a branch cut from the World Tree. 
Wood from the World Tree has strong magic 
properties and is used for crafting advanced 
magic tools. 


[ITEM: Demon Monarch's 
Earrings] 
ACQUISITION DIFFICULTY: S I DON'T'EVEN: 


" KNOW WHERE Т САМ) 
سا‎ USE-THIS BUT-I CAN;T; 
JUST THROW, IT, AWAY. 

Strength +20, Stamina +20 TIGUESSITRUABE 


There are set buffs that will be revealed USEFULZSOMEDAY. 
when worn with: 

Demon Monarch's Necklace 

Demon Monarch's Ring 

Set Buff 1. (Hidden) 


Set Buff 2. (Hidden) 


THIS ONE 
HAS SET 


ITEM 


[ITEM: Sphere of Avarice] 
ACQUISITION DIFFICULTY: A 
CATEGORY: Magic tool 


5 Sphere made from the solidified blood 
IF 1 KILL - of archdemon Vulcan. Greatly increases 


OTHER DEMONS 
HERE, WILL THEY | magic effects and couses more damage. 


DROP THE OTHER 1 6 —BUFF: Appetite for Destruction: Doubles 
ACCESSORIES? T'LL FIND OUT damage caused by magic. 


BESIDES, 
I WAS THE ONE 
НО KILLED THAT 
DEMON. 


BUTI 
BORROWED 
YOUR SHIELD, 
60 LET'S SAY 
YOU HELPED 
ME. 


SHADOW 
MAGE! NEVER 
MIND THAT 


' y 
s | N N 
Эс | 


y 

|} A MAGIC BEAST 
| WHO CAN 

SPEAK HUMAN 
LANGUAGE. 


РО A РМА 
TEST, IF YOU 
DON'T BE— 


CAN'T BE 
TOO CAREFUL 
WITH ANYTHING 
THAT EMERGES 
FROM A GATE. 


MAGIC BEASTS 
MAY PRETEND TO 
BE HUMAN... 


JUST 
COOPERATE. 


SINCE I GET 
THE FINAL SAY 
AS TO WHETHER 
YOU'RE HUMAN OR 
A MAGIC BEAST. 


DID YOU DIE 
AND COME HOW'? you 
BACK? SURVIVE INA 
DUNGEON FOR 
TEN YEARS? 
A 


ARE YOU 
UNDEAD? 


IF A PERSON 
DIES INA «CAN THEY 
DUNGEON... COME BACK 
TO LIFE LIKE 
You? 


MY OLDER 
BROTHER 
700...? 


THAT'S 
IMPOSSIBLE. 
ONCE THEY'RE 
DEAD, THAT'S 
т. 


HOW MUCH ~ 
DO you KNOW Ñ 
: ABOUT GATES 
LET ME AND MAGIC 
ASK YOU BEASTS? 
SOMETHING. 


ml ASK THE 
QUESTIONS 


<Assistant 
director...> 


„= 
^ 


$ 


Що? 


ARE YOU 
SAYING YOU 
HAVE AN 
ANSWER? 


DUNGEONS, 
GATES, 
AND MAGIC 
BEASTS. 
+ ARE MERE 
PRECURSORS 
TO THE REAL 


WAR THAT IS 
COMING. 


THE MAN ч 
WHO SAYS НЕ 
HERE TO STOP 
А THREAT CAN'T 
REVEAL WHAT 
IT 16? 


AND THE POWER 
THAT POSES THE 
BIGGEST THREAT 
HAS RECENTLY 
OPENED ITS 
EYES. 


DON'T YOU 
WANT SOME HELP, 
RATHER THAN 
GOING AT 
IT ALONE? 


NUMBERS 
WILL NOT 
MATTER. 


AMATEURS 
WILL EITHER 
BE EATEN OR 

ENSLAVED. 


YOU KNOW 
HOW IT IS, 
SINCE YOU'RE 
‘SOMEWHAT 
STRONG. 


MATCHES, 
MINUS THE 
CRAZY HAIR. 
вит 
HE HASN'T 
AGED MUCH, EVEN 
THOUGH HE WAS 
IN THERE TEN 
YEARS. 


YOUR 
SPOUSE IS 
KYUNGHYE 

PARK. 


you 
HAVE TWO 
CHILDREN. 


50 YOU'RE 

THE ONLY 
ALONE WHO CAN 

STOP IT? 


Ж? 
HUNTER 16 QUITE 
EXTENSIVE. YOU 
WOULD'VE MADE A 
KILLING IN TODAY'S 


I THINK 


THERE'S A RANK 

SYSTEM NOW, SO 
HUNTERS OF MY 
LEVEL DON'T HAVE 
TO WORRY ABOUT 


TIMING IS 
EVERYTHING. 


REMEMBER 
YOUR 
DAUGHTER'S 
МАМЕ? 


AND 
YOUR SON'S 
МАМЕ? 


i> 


THIS 
HOSTILE 
ENERGY? 


IF I DON'T 
WANT TO 
ANSWER? 


I GUESS 
ТЦ. HAVE ТО 
FORCE YOU ТО 
TALK. 


YOU'VE BEEN 
RUDE FROM 


PERHAPS HEAVEN 
/6 GIVING ME A 
SECOND CHANCE, 


sel SEE. 
YOU'RE A 
MAGIC BEAST, 
THEN. 


<Assistant 
director, 
this man аса 
в а magice preparing 
beast.> to attack. 
You must 
evacuate.> 


501 
KNOW EXACTLY 
WHAT'S 
HAPPENED TO 
YOUR SON. 


(2 8 
٩ fat 
4 ша, і 


ЛУ. 


ITS MAGIC 
WAS POWERFUL, 
AND IT WAS ABLE TO 
CONTROL DOZENS 
MORE MINIONS 
THAN Т CAN. 


IF I COULD 
MAKE IT MY 
SOLDIER... 


BUT те 
IMPOSSIBLE 
TO EXTRACT 

SHADOWS FROM 
DEMONG... 


ONLY ONE 
BASTARD LEFT 
70 COMPLETE 
THE SET. 


THE SET 

BUFF IS THE 
SAME AS FIVE 
LEVEL-UPS! 


THAT 
MEANS THERE 
ARE THREE 
BOSS-LEVEL 
MONSTERS. 


I'VE HIT 
МУ ٨ 
GONNA DIE IF І 
KEEP THIS UP. 


ACCEPT 
REWARD 1. 


SHOULD I CHOOSE 
AN ITEM FROM THE 
SHOP WORTH OVER 
TEN BILLION GOLD? 


IT'LL PROBABLY 
HAVE AN AMAZING 
EFFECT. 


THEN AGAIN, I 
PICK UP TOOLS 
FROM RAIDS... 


„„АМО BETTER 
WEAPONS APPEAR 
EVERY DAY. 


I NEED TO PICK 
CAREFULLY, OR 
Г. JUST END UP 
RESELLING THE 
ITEM TO THE SHOP 

LA 


Which item would 
you like? 


You have selected 
[Item: Cursed Mystery Box]. 


CURSED 
MYSTERY 
BOX. 


LAST TIME, 7 HAD TO 
CHOOSE BETWEEN 
THE BLESSED 
MYSTERY BOX AND 
CURSED MYSTERY 
BOX, 


[Blessed Mystery Box] 
іт It will supply on item 
the Player wants. 


[Eursed Mystery Box] 
It will supply an item 
the Player needs. 


SINCE THEN, I'VE 
TRIED TO DO DOUBLE 
WHAT THE DAILY QUEST 
REQUIRED, BUT THERE 
WERE NO EXTRA 


І GOT THE KEY ТО 
THE DEMON'S CASTLE 
FROM THE BLESSED 


50 
OBVIOUSLY, I'M 
CURIOUS ABOUT 


MYSTERY BOX. WHAT'S IN THE 


CURSED MYSTERY. 
THAT CHOICE BOX! 
ALLOWED ME TO 
LEVEL UP АМР 
ACQUIRE SOME 
RARE ITEMS. 


I'VE NEVER 
SEEN AN ITEM 
WITHOUT ANY 
INFORMATION... 


I GUESS 
IT'LL COME 


IN HANDY AT 
PN SOME POINT. 


(теме 29] ( 2 
ACQUISITION DIFFICULTY: 2? 4 
CATEGORY: 2? 


IT SAID THE 
CURSED MYSTERY 
BOX WILL SUPPLY 

WHAT I NEED. 


FATIGUE: 0 IM GOING 
70 INVEST 
ALL POINTS IN 
STRENGTH: 178 STAMINA: 1. INTELLIGENCE. 
AGILITY:147 INTELLECT: 148 
PERCEPTIS — AP:D السا‎ 


Physical Domoge Decrease: 46% lowing 


ystery Rewa| 


[You have the following rewards.] 


Rewer Yourcheieeetany Hite 


Reward 3. Mystery Reword 


ACCEPT 
REWARD 3. 


NOTAS 
EXCITING AS 
THE FIRST TIME 
2 GOT ONE OF 


[Formula: Elixir of Life] 
Learn how to craft 
[Item: Elixir of Life]. 


«I've heard 
that when two 
S-rank hunters fight, 
À the whole Earth is 
affected...> 


<...and the entire 
surrounding area 
gets destroyed, 
but this isn’t that 
bad...> 


<He didn't 
stand a 
chance.> 


<The fact 
that the 
damage 
ended here 
means—> 


THREE ITEMS 
ARE NEEDED 


70 CRAFT 
ELIXIR OF LIFE. 


Consumable: Elixir of Life (2/3) 


I WAS ABLE TO 
GET WORLD TREE 
FRAGMENT FROM 

KILLING VULCAN ON 
THE SOTH FLOOR. 


h 2772 
ж / 


І GOT SPRING WATER 
FROM ECHO FOREST 

BY DEFEATING METUS 
ON THE 75TH FLOOR, 


AND 
FINALLY... 


PURIFIED 
BLOOD OF 
THE DEMON 

MONARCH. 


I HAVEN'T 
GOTTEN IT YET, $ 
BUT IT’S OBVIOUS 
WHERE I'LL 
FIND IT. 


THE FINAL 
BOSS OF THE 
DEMON'S CASTLE 
ON THE LAST 
FLOOR— 


IN OTHER 
WORDS, I'LL HAVE 
ALL THE INGREDIENTS 
FOR ELIXIR OF 
LIFE ONCE I CLEAR 
THE DEMON'S 


T LEVELED 
UP SIXTEEN TIMES 
DURING MY WEEK 
INSIDE THE РЕМОМ 6 


I'M NOT 
AFRAID OF 
ANYTHING NOW 
I'M S-RANK. 


THE HUNTER'S Unconfirmed 
reports indicate 


fighting among 


S-rank hunters 
may have been a 
factor... 


м” 
В 
= WING: UPROAR AMONG HUNTERS 


Hunter Command mars 


Center in 
Я RIDICULOUS. 
Washington, D.C. HUNTERS ARE A 
has shocked the ( BIG PROBLEM. 


SIR, 
A HUNTER IS 
HERE TO SEE 
you. 


tsei 

evaluation room 

after he pays the 
fee. 


ves, тив го 
BAE 


П vou KNOW THE 
HUNTER YOU 

MENTIONED 
LAST TIME? 


HE 
JUST FILLED 
OUT THE 
PAPERWORK. 


CAME IN TO 
APPLY FOR RE- 
EVALUATION! 


DON'T ВЕ 


NERVOUS. IF YOU GET 


SO MUCH AS A 
D-RANK, THOSE 
RECRUITERS WILL 
CHANGING, BUT COME AFTER YOU. 4 
IT DOESN'T 
HAPPEN FOR 
EVERYONE. 


BEST TO 
AVOID THOSE 
GUILDS. 


SMALL GUILDS 
MEAN DANGEROUS 
RAIDS AND HIGH 
DEATH TOLLS. 


THEY LURK 
AROUND HERE TO 
SIGN UP HUNTERS 
FOR THE SMALLER 

GUILDS. 


LOW-RANK 


DUNGEONS 
AREN'T WORTH IT 
UNLESS YOU'RE A 
PRIVATE STRIKE ДА 
SQUAD, BUT... 


+, THE HUNTERS 
IN SMALL GUILDS 
AREN'T GOOD 
ENOUGH FOR HIGH- 
RANK DUNGEONS. 


THERE WERE 
NO RECRUITERS 
HERE WHEN I 
STARTED, THOUGH. 


Г von't вет 
YOUR HOPES 
uP, AND YOU'LL 
BE FINE. 


AS LONG AS 
YOU DON'T GET 
AN E-RANK, YOU 

CAN MAKE A 

LIVING. 


I CAN GETA 

NICE SIGNING 
BONUS WITH A 
LARGE GUILD. 


GET MY 
DAUGHTER AND 
LIFE BACK! 


NEED C OR 
HIGHER. 


AHLINTER'S RANK 
DETERMINES THEIR 


DESPITE CHIYUL SONG'S 
SWORDSMANSHIP, HE 
COLILON'T OVERCOME 

TAESIK KANG BECAUSE 
HE WAS OUTRANKED. 


STRENGTH TRAINING 
OR MARTIAL ARTS 
TRAINING... 


E-RANK WAS 
THE BEST 1 COULD BE, 
EVEN AFTER GOING ON 
50 MANY RAIDS OVER 
THE YEARS. 


„„САМ CHANGE OR 
AFFECT ONE'S RANK, 


Bur 
THINGS ARE 
DIFFERENT 
NOW...! 


AND THAT'S WHAT 
DETERMINES HOW 
MUCH MONEY YOU 


HUH? HE'S 
ALREADY BEEN 
EVALUATED AT 


E-RANK? 


E-RANKS WANT 
ТО БЕ RE- 
EVALUATED? 


ке 


PLACE YOUR 
HAND ON THAT 
BLACK SPHERE 

AND WAIT. 


THAT DOLT, 
LEAVING HIS 
POST WHEN IT'S 
Busi— 


WHAT'S 
UP? WHERE'S 
CHANGSIK? 
WHY ARE YOU 
ALONE? 


WHAT'S WRONG 
WITH IT? I'M ONLY 
HERE BECAUSE 
BAEK MADE A FUSS 
OVER THIS GUY. 

е 


IMPOSSIBLE. 
ASECOND 
AWAKENING 15 

КА! 


4 „ТИЕ WHOLE 
ASSOCIATION 
GOT ALL WORKED 
UP THINKING AN 
E-RANK HUNTER 

HAD BEEN 
REAWAKENED. 
3 “АМР 
/T ENDED UP 


KEEPS SAYING 
"ERROR." 


THERE HAVE 

BEEN MORE 

THAN A FEW 
FALSE ALARMS 
IN THE PAST... 
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HOW 
LONG HAVE 
YOU WORKED 


ABOUT SIX 
MONTHS... 


DID I DO 
SOMETHING 
WRONG? 


BAD JUDGE OF 
CHARACTER — WHICH 
EXPLAINS WHY I'M 
NOT GETTING 
PROMOTED. 


GO GET HIM 
FROM THE 
RESTROOM! 


С WH-WHAT'G 
tice THE MATTER, 
тие SIR? 


SHE HAS 
NO IDEA... 


THIS HASN'T 
HAPPENED 
SINCE HAEIN 


CHA TWO 
YEARS AGO. 


JUST GET 
CHANGSIK TO 
COME HERE 

ы. NOW. 


DONGSOO 
HWANG OF THE 
SCAVENGER 
GUILD WAS IN 
KOREA. 


You 5% 


DON'T THINK HE 
HAD ANYTHING TO DO 
WITH THE RED GATE 
INCIDENT? 


NO. I KNOW 

YOU SUSPECT 

HE WAS THE 
“HELPER,” BUT HE 


I WASN'T THERE 
THE WHOLE TIME, 50 І 
DON'T KNOW ALL THE 

DETAILS, BUT... 


{ 


I CAN TELL 
YOU FOR SURE 
BECAUSE I 
WAS AT THE 
SCENE. 


I GUESS you 
KNOW WHO THE 
HELPER 16. 


I KNOW THE 
ANSWER, YETI STILL 
HAVE MY DOUBTS. 


YOU WON'T SAY 
UNLESS YOU'RE 
100% CERTAIN. 


І UNDER- 


OUR GUILD `Š 


WILL FULLY 


COOPERATE. 


I HAVEN 
HEARD... 


ANYWAY, 

ТМ MORE CURIOUS. 
ABOUT THE ANT 
THAT WAS RECENTLY 
DISCOVERED. 


IT WAS DEAD, 

BUT IF THOSE 

ANTS CAN FLY 
FROM JEJU 


NO, BEFORE IT 
COMES TO THAT, ALL 
THE GUILDS WILL BE 


y ALERTED. 
4 
Паци? > Á. 


MAYBE А 
REAWAKENED 
BEING IS CAUSING 
А Fuss. 


T'LL LOOK 
INTO ІТ. 


IM 
CURIOUS 
TOO. 


+ CAN'T 
MEASURE YOUR 


FORGETTING WHO 
THIS MAN 15... 


r. BECAUSE 
OF HIS KIND- 
LOOKING FACE. 


PERMISSION FROM 
UPPER MANAGEMENT 
TO USE А BETTER- 
QUALITY METER. 
COME BACK IN 
THREE DAYS? 


THEY 
STOPPED THE 
EVALUATION! 


I САМ ВЕ 
PRETTY 
PERSUASIVE... CAN OUR 
GUILD AFFORD 
AN S-RANK...? 


DOESN'T THAT 
MEAN HE'S AN 


I'VE NEVER 
SEEN THIS 
HAPPEN IN 
REAL LIFE... 


THE HUNTERS — 
THE NUMBER 
ONE GUILD IN 
KOREA! 


PRESIDENT OF 
THE HUNTERS?! 


EXCUSE 
ME... ABOUT 
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JONGIN CHO! 
(S-RANK), 
GUILD MASTER OF THE 
HUNTERS GUILD 


HUNTERS 


- A guild based in Seoul. 
- The only top guild in Korea 
with two S-rank hunters. 


итол 


IS THAT GUY 
JOINING THE 
HUNTERS 
ALREADY? 


HOW DID THE 
HUNTERS GUILD 
FIND OUT ABOUT 

HIM? 


THE 
NUMBER 
ONE FIRE 

MAGE. 


THEY SAY HE 
САМ BLOW UP A 
BUILDING WITH 

ONE SPELL, 


THE PRESIDENT 
OF THE HUNTERS 
CAME FOR HIM 
PERSONALLY... 


I DON'T 
EVEN NEED 
AMANA 
METER. 


NO NEED TO 
WAIT THREE 
DAYS, 


OF COURSE 
І HEARD ALL THE 
LOUD CHATTER 
ABOUT A MANA- 
METER ERROR AND 
UNMEASURABLE 
MAGIC. 


IM 
JONGIN CHOI, 
PRESIDENT OF 
THE HUNTERS 

GUILD. 


+I HEARD 
YOU WERE 
EVALUATED AS AN 
AWAKENED BEING. 
ARE YOU THINKING 
OF JOINING A 
GUILD? 2 


А MOMENT OF 
YOUR TIME TO 
DISCUSS THE 


тә! 
зает ест 
p 


MEDICINE IN 
THE РЕМОМ 6 


DID I NOT 
INTRODUCE 
MYSELF? 


IF ИЕ САМ 
RECRUIT HIM, 


THE HUNTERS 
WILL HAVE THREE 


CONSIDERING THE 

DISTANCE BETWEEN | 
BAEK'S GUILD AND 
THE ASSOCIATION 


„AND BAEK'S 
PANTING, 
HE MUST'VE 
TRANSFORMED 
INTO AN ANIMAL 
AND RAN HERE! 


WHITE 
TIGER GUILD, 
THE TRAINING 
; INCIDENT... 

BAEK MUST 
HAVE KNOWN. 
FROM THE START. 


HE KNEW WHAT 
WAS GOING TO 
HAPPEN HERE. 


HE SIMPLY 
COLLUN'T 
STOP HIM. 


BASED ON HIS 
ATTITUDE BEFORE, 
HE'S NOT AN 
EASY ONE TO 
MANIPULATE. 


THAT SLY 
FOX Hi 


ЈА СОМРИСАТЕР. ВӘ 
m A 


WAKE UP AT ANY 
MOMENT NOW... 


ETERNAL 
SLEEP 


DISEASE— ASLEEP 


SUFFERERS CAN'T 
WAKE LIP FROM. 


LEVEL 8055 WAS 
HARD ENOUGH THAT 
I KNOW І CAN'T EVEN 


THOUGH I'LL 
ar ТЕ CC evel up ast 
: CLIMB TO HIGHER 
FLOORS... 


THE DISEASE 
FIRST APPEARED 
AFTER GATES 
BEGAN TO SPAWN. 


YOU 
KILLED THE 
MAGIC BEASTS 
IN THE DOUBLE 
DUNGEON? 


I WILL 
SAVE YOU. 


YOU SHOWED 
ME THAT I CAN'T 
REALLY READ 
PEOPLE AFTER 
ALL. 


THE 
SURVEILLANCE 
TEAM DEALS WITH 
HUMANS, NOT 
MAGIC BEASTS. 


IN OTHER 
WORDS, WE WATCH 
HUNTERS AND 
PUNISH THE ONES 
WHO BREAK THE 
LAW. 


WE MEET AGAIN, 


MANAGER WOO. 


I SHOULD 
BE AVOIDING 
YOU, THEN. 


WE'RE THE 
ONLY ONES WHO 
CAN CONTROL 
HUNTERS. 


SOMEONE 
WANTS ТО 
MEET YOU. 


WILL you 
PLEASE 
FOLLOW ME? 
м 


PRESIDENT 
GUNHEE 60 OF 
THE HUNTER'S 
ASSOCIATION. 


Я 
M 


N/CE TO 
MEET YOU. 
I'M GUNHEE 
60. 


e ! 


т 


| 


LET'S HAVE 
A SEAT. 


LATIONS ON 


9 BECOMING AN |M 
1 | S-RANK Е al 
j HUNTER. 
N | І STILL HAVE 
ра 18 TO DO THE RE- 


MEASUREMENT. 


» | у CONGRATU- 
$ 


EVEN THOUGH 
HE'S OVER EIGHTY, 
HE'S STILL 

BUFF AND BUILT - < 
LIKE A KOREAN TRUTHFULLY, 
WRESTLER. THE RE- 
MEASUREMENT 
16 MEANING- 


A SOPHISTICATED 
MANA METER IS A 
MACHINE WHICH 
SHOWS MORE 
SEGMENTATION. 


THE 
TOOL CANNOT 
MEASURE 
ANYTHING OFF 
THE CHARTS. 


WHY HAVE A 
АТАНА REMEASUREMENT 
MEASURE MAGIC PROTOCOL? 
POWER MORE 
ACCURATELY, WE'D 
HAVE SS-RANK, 
SSS-RANK... 


WE'D NEED SO 
MANY S's. 


PERIOD? 


THE MINIMUM 
TIME WE NEED TO 
APPROACH HUNTERS 
LIKE YOU BEFORE 
THE GUILDS. 


THERE AREN'T 
MANY GREAT HUNTERS 


LIKE MANAGER 
WOO WITHIN THE 
ASSOCIATION. 


WHO'D WORK 
FOR US WHEN 
FAME AND MONEY 
ARE GUARANTEED 
IN A LARGE 
GUILD? 


THOUGH THE 
ELITE MEMBERS 
OF THE LARGER 

GUILDS ARE 
WELL-KNOWN... 


+ THERE 
AREN'T MANY 
WHO KNOW 
MANAGER WOO'S 
NAME... 


«EVEN 
THOUGH HE'S THAT'S THE 
ONE OF THE REMEASUREMENT? 
TOP A- 

TR 60 МЕ GAVE 


OURSELVES A 
BUFFER IN CASE А 
REALLY TALENTED 
AWAKENED BEING 


CAME ALONG. 4 


WE ARE NOT A 
COMPANY, SO WE 
CANNOT PROMISE 

YOU A LOT OF 

MONEY. 


a 


“МЕ CAN 
HELP YOU IN 
A DIFFERENT 

МАУ. 


JINWOO 
SUNG... 


TO BE CONTINUED IN VOLUME 5... 


JINWOO SUNG JOINS 
HUNTERS GUILD ON A RAID... 


HUNTERS — More danger awaits in the dungeon depths... 


THE BEST STRIKE 1 
LAD KOREA ...05 Well 05 some new hunters! 


SHE'S THAT 


ДИАНЕ A 
سو‎ 
OMINOUS; 
FEELING. 


IM NOTA 
MEMBER OF THE 
STRIKE SQUAD, 

50 WHAT ВОТ 
CARE? 


READ THE NOVEL 
WHERE IT ALL BEGAN! 


Sol 
Teveling 


Chugong | 


SOLO LEVELING 


E-rank hunter Jinwoo Sung has no money, no talent, and no prospects 
to speak of—and apparently, no luck, either! When he enters a hidden 
double dungeon one fateful day, he's abandoned by his party and left 
to die at the hands of some of the most horrific monsters he's ever 
encountered. But just before the last, fatal blow... 
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